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Have you encountered the boulder mounted plaque (pictured below) near the Arlington driving range and
wondered who was Joe Jordan? The following attempts to answer that question.

Joseph Charles “Joe” Jordan was employed by the Club from 1929, shortly after the Club’s original nine-hole
golf course opened and continued to serve until his death in July 1977. During his tenure he served as both the
starter and the caddie master. For many years a plaque with a bas relief of his likeness hung outside the entrance
to the golf pro shop at Arlington, inscribed with the words “No Use to Grumble.” When the golf pro shop was
scheduled for demolition, the plaque was mounted on a boulder and moved to the vicinity of the driving range.



In recognition of Joe’s incredible service, in 1969 the Club began celebrating an annual “Joe Jordan Day” that
raised funds to supplement his income. Joe Jordan’s forty years of service to ANCC was also recognized at this
time by Washington Post columnist Maury Fitzgerald’s July 6, 1969, article titled “Jordon Picked the Right

Club”.!
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40 Years® Service at Army Navy

Jordon Picked Right Club

By Muury Fitzgerald
Washisglen st SLEIT Welier

BACK 1N 1829 a 1ittie boy walked Inlo the
golf thop al Army Navy Country Club and
asked for a cicldy's joh, Today, 40 Years and
179 pounds laler, Joe Jorden Is an institu-
uon at 1he Virginia «orvice club,

Jordon, who used te fote regularly for the
late Samy Rayburn and Justiee Ifugo Black,
s custodian of the fivgt (ee and his word is
law,

Admirals and generals come o Jordan for
caddies and starting times and the sttvice
they recelve §s the same Jordon gives all the
other members. In fact, most of the high-
ranking officers &t the club grew up with
Jardon.

JORDON WATCHED Ralph Bogart grow
from a 106 shaoter for nine holes Lo one of
ihe finexl amaleur golfers this secilon ever
praduced.

The jovial Jordes laughed when he re.
called Bogeet's first venlure on the course.
The son of a Navy captaln, Bogart begen
plaving at B and won the service club cham-
plonship when only 14,

Anolher important golfer Jordon walched
develop was Gen, Omar Bradicy, “He liked
ta play but he nover let it Interfere with his
career,” Jovdon saiil of the fivesiar general.

JORDON ORGANIZED the Arllngtan
Divet Club with 20 members in 1054, The
¢lub now has more than 200 members and
pirys lournzimenis resularly at publle gelf
COUPrSCs,

Jordon . deveioped Wegrs players and
raised money to send them {o various cham-
pionships. He sald of Sonny Wilson and Jack
Aradiey, lwo of his-former caddies, "They
were born too soon.” .

Sicve Tobash, present Army Navy profes

sional, thinks Jorden Is the greatest in his
husiness. Tobush sald that when nonvesident
members of the club meet anywhere in the

world the first thing they ask is, “How iz old
Jye?”

ACTUALLY, Jordon isn't oid; he iz only
54, But Jordon has bren around Army Navy
s0 long that everybody conmsitlors him an-
cient.

The only break in his 40 vears of service
at Army Navy came when he spent four
years ard two manthg In the Army, He was
siationed in France, England and the Philip.
pines. “When tiroe came for my discharge"
e gaid, "1 conldn'{ wait lo get back Lo Avmy
Navy™

As the oldest starter and caddymasler [n
point of service In this arex, Jordon has
autlazied seven club managers and four bra.
fossionals, He went (o work for Frank Har.
kg, Avmy Navy's [irst professional, in 1681,

JORDON IN furn worked [or pros Lionel
Walker and J. Moneo Hunier before becom-
ing the officlal starter and caddymaster.
When Allen Burtan ¢ame as pro 31 yeers
ago, Jordon was cleévated to his present posi-
nn.

When Tobash moved Into (he shop, Jordon
was lhore to grecl him, Now Jordon 1as his
nwr: office hut, as he jokingly tells I “They
hud o burn down the shop before they let
me back In.”

When plans were drgwn for rebuliding the
shup, burned oul a liLtle aver iwa years ago,
an office for Jordon was included. His oftive
his & buge dosk and a iclephone hul there
Lne resemblance to a hormal ofilce ends,

Crammed inlo the cubicle are candy,
cookio and Coke machines. Asked about the
‘machiqes. Joréon spid, “Eyen caddics have
o eat”

Illness and Death
On June 30, 1977, Colonel Sims, the General Manager, reported that Joe had suffered a stroke
and may not be able to return to work for an extended period. Colonel Sims reported that he was
“studying means of keeping him on a ‘Dean Emeritus’ basis at no reduction in his take-home

' pay from all sources.” Unfortunately, Joe never recovered and passed away the following
month.

' Fitzgerald misspelled Joe’s name with two “0”s. The proper spelling is Jordan.



In Memoriam
On August 3, 1977, the G&G Committee formed a subcommittee to plan a memorial to Joe Jordan.
At the Executive Committee meeting on August 15, 1977:

“...the General Manager briefed as to the plans for a “Joe Jordan Day.” After due consideration,
the Committee resolved that since the primary purpose of the “Day” was to accumulate funds for
Mr. Jordan’s widow, the Club should bear the cost of the plaque...”

The plaque dedication took place on July 29, 1978, with Mrs. Jordan, local ministers, and other dignitaries
participating. Maury Fitzgerald again honored Joe Jordan with his November 13, 1977, column titled “Tourney

to Honor Jordan”:?

Tourney to Honor Jordan

By Maury Fitzgerald
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By Maury Fitzgerald

In 1932, Ralph Bogart became the
'voungcst golfer to win Army Navy
Country Club’s championshlp defeat-
ing Gen. Omar Bradley in the {inal
round

Bogart, one of the finest amateurs
developed in the Washinglon area,
was a 14-year- .old schoolboy. His caddy
'‘was Joe Jordan. Actually, Jordan was
much more than a caddy to Bogart.

 The late Capt. 1. C. Bogart (USN)
played golf nearly every day at the
“rlington course and hired Jordan
‘ more as a haby-sitter than caddy for
+ his son. Once beyond the prying eyves
¥of the clubhouse and pro shap, Jor
"dnn who pave Bogart his first golf
“lessons would join the game.

-Bogart lost his temper on oceasion
‘and would toss a club or two into the
'.bru«h The patient Jordan would ad-
.‘momsh his protege, saying, “Your
* dnd will find out if you don't behave.”

“When members came {o him with
t complaints aboutl their golf carts and
“the foursome ahead playing slowly,
,Jor."an would disarm them with his
~hig grin and say, “No use to grumble.”
*  Jordon is gone hut the Army Navy
» members are making sure he won't he
= forgotten, Come April, a bronze
¢ plaque will be installed on the first
"lce honoring a man whose smile and
gentle . manners endeared him to
eve)yonc

.
.

Tourney to Honor Jordan

Jordan, who greeted members at
the first tee with a “How you all”
worked all his life at Army Navy. e
started as a caddy, made caddymaster
and 40 years ago was installed as the
club’s official starter with his private
office by the first tee.

Jordan died in July after a long
iliness and members prompily held a
special “Joe Jordan,Memorial” tour-
nament that netted the Jordan fam-
ily $2,500.

Because of their esteem for Jor-
dan, his memorial lournament has
heen made a fixture on the club tour-
nament schedule. And, hecause of the
expected large entry, the 1978 event
will be played in threec scctions over
four days.

The tournament will be in July
with seniors opening the festivities
on a Wednesday. The women will
compete on Friday and the main
event is listed for that weekend,

Jordan was a fine player but there
were few golf tournaments for blacks
in those days. In later life, Jordan
made up for his disappointments hy
helping others try to make it on the
PGA tour.

Asked by a friend why he was al-
ways dipping into his jeans for money
for fellows. some he hardly knew, he
replied: “Most of those kids and
their daddies too were caddies right
here at Army Navy, What better rea-
son could a man have?”

This Article Derived from the ANCC Centennial History Article Regarding Joe Jordan

2 This time Fitzgerald correctly spelled Jordan.



