
 

 

 

 

Joe Jordan 

Have you encountered the boulder mounted plaque (pictured below) near the Arlington driving range and 

wondered who was Joe Jordan? The following attempts to answer that question.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph Charles “Joe” Jordan was employed by the Club from 1929, shortly after the Club’s original nine-hole 

golf course opened and continued to serve until his death in July 1977. During his tenure he served as both the 

starter and the caddie master. For many years a plaque with a bas relief of his likeness hung outside the entrance 

to the golf pro shop at Arlington, inscribed with the words “No Use to Grumble.” When the golf pro shop was 

scheduled for demolition, the plaque was mounted on a boulder and moved to the vicinity of the driving range. 

 



In recognition of Joe’s incredible service, in 1969 the Club began celebrating an annual “Joe Jordan Day” that 

raised funds to supplement his income. Joe Jordan’s forty years of service to ANCC was also recognized at this 

time by Washington Post columnist Maury Fitzgerald’s July 6, 1969, article titled “Jordon Picked the Right 

Club”.1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illness and Death 

On June 30, 1977, Colonel Sims, the General Manager, reported that Joe had suffered a stroke 

and may not be able to return to work for an extended period. Colonel Sims reported that he was 

“studying means of keeping him on a ‘Dean Emeritus’ basis at no reduction in his take-home 

pay from all sources.” Unfortunately, Joe never recovered and passed away the following 

month. 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Fitzgerald misspelled Joe’s name with two “o”s. The proper spelling is Jordan. 



In Memoriam 

On August 3, 1977, the G&G Committee formed a subcommittee to plan a memorial to Joe Jordan.  

At the Executive Committee meeting on August 15, 1977:  

 

“…the General Manager briefed as to the plans for a “Joe Jordan Day.” After due consideration, 

the Committee resolved that since the primary purpose of the “Day” was to accumulate funds for 

Mr. Jordan’s widow, the Club should bear the cost of the plaque…” 

  

The plaque dedication took place on July 29, 1978, with Mrs. Jordan, local ministers, and other dignitaries 

participating. Maury Fitzgerald again honored Joe Jordan with his November 13, 1977, column titled “Tourney 

to Honor Jordan”:2  

 
 

This Article Derived from the ANCC Centennial History Article Regarding Joe Jordan 

 
2 This time Fitzgerald correctly spelled Jordan.  


